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Abstract

Schopenhauer's moral philosophy confronts a fundamental challenge: on the
one hand, he emphasizes the immutability of character and the fundamental
egoism of the human being, considering it rooted in the unified and
metaphysical will; on the other hand, he establishes his ethical system upon
compassion and altruism, which necessitates overcoming the self and uniting
with the other. These two propositions appear, at first glance, to be
contradictory. The present research, using an analytical-interpretive method
and referring to Schopenhauer's primary texts, has explored the relationship
between egoism and altruism in his philosophical system. The findings show
that three solutions—the cognitive (change of cognition, not character), the
suffering-based, and the distinction between two levels of character—
although possessing valuable points, cannot alone resolve the contradiction.
The final solution lies in the concept of “denial of the will-to-life”; a denial
that means not a change of character, but liberation from character and a
severance from the egoistic foundation of existence. In this sublime stage, the
individual transcends the framework of his innate character and, by silencing
the will, attains absolute stillness and tranquility, in which "1" and "not-I" have
no meaning. This research shows that the denial of the will offers an intra-
systemic solution to the apparent contradiction of Schopenhauer's moral
system and leads to philosophical salvation.

Keywords:. Schopenhauer, character constancy, compassion, altruism,
denial of the will, egoism.
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1. Introduction

Schopenhauer's moral philosophy confronts a fundamental duality: he
emphasizes the immutability of human character and fundamental
egoism, rooted in the unified metaphysical will, yet establishes his
ethical system upon compassion and altruism, which necessitates
overcoming the self and uniting with the other. These two propositions
appear contradictory. This research focuses on the relationship between
constant character and moral motivation, aiming to contribute to the
integrity of Schopenhauer's moral system and to show how an altruistic
ethics can be achieved.

Research Question(s)

How can a being with an immutable and inherently egoistic character
perform altruistic actions? Has Schopenhauer fallen into a

contradiction, or can an intra-systemic solution be found?

2. Literature Review

Magee considers sympathy a metaphysical intuition (Magee, 2014, p.
361). Janaway traces the ethics of compassion to Schopenhauer's
pessimistic worldview (Janaway, 2016, p. 10). Copleston shows that
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this ethics ultimately leads to asceticism and the denial of the will
(Copleston, 1996, Vol. 7, p. 276). Patrick Hassan's Schopenhauer's
Moral Philosophy (2021) distinguishes motive from ultimate
justification and defends the system against the charge of egoism
(Hassan, 2021, pp. 77-102). However, limited research addresses the
relationship between "constancy of character" and "the possibility of
altruistic action." Works such as "Conflicts in the Metaphysical
Foundation of Schopenhauer's Ethics™ (Asgari and Tavakoli) and "A
Critique of Schopenhauer's View on Free Will" (Asgari and Ahmadi)
examine these conflicts but offer no solution. This research fills that

gap.
3. Methodology

Adopting Kumar's (2019) framework in eight stages, this research
employs an analytical-interpretive method with a critical approach.
Primary texts include The World as Will and Representation, On the
Basis of Morality, and On the Freedom of the Human Will. Data
analysis extracted three possible solutions and explained the egoism-—
altruism relation via "denial of the will."

4. Results
Two pillars of Schopenhauer's thought appear incompatible:

A) The Constancy of Character: "Change of character is never
possible”; character is an innate, metaphysical truth (Schopenhauer,
20164, p. 277). Although character (fundamental goals) is immutable,
cognition (understanding of means) is corrigible: one "changes the
means, not the goals"” (Schopenhauer, 2017, p. 83).

B) Altruism Based on Compassion: Schopenhauer grounds ethics on
"sympathy,"” summarizing motives as egoism, malice, and compassion.
His slogan: "Harm no one; rather help everyone to the extent that you
can" (ibid., p. 242). Moral value is realized only when the agent's
primary motive is directed toward the other (ibid., p. 235).

Formulation of the Contradiction: If character is constant, how can
one overcome innate egoism and attain compassion-based altruism?



Three Possible Solutions:

. Change of Cognition, Not Character: Expands egoism rather than
rooting it out.

. Weakening of the Will through Suffering: Incompatible with the
immutability of the will (Schopenhauer, 2016b, p. 136).

Distinction between Two Levels of Character: Reduces compassion
to outward behavior, whereas moral value lies in the "inner motive"
(Schopenhauer, 20163, p. 234).

Final Solution: Denial of the Will as the Sublimation of Character

None of the three solutions alone resolves the contradiction. The final
solution is "denial of the will-to-life"—not a change of character but
liberation from it and severance from the egoistic foundation of
existence. In this sublime stage, the individual transcends innate
character and, by silencing the will, attains absolute stillness in which
"I" and "not-1" have no meaning. Consequently, no suffering remains.

5. Discussion

The contradiction is resolved through "denial of the will." The ethics of
compassion ultimately leads to "salvation" and "denial of the will."
Schopenhauer proposes two paths: the temporary path (art and
compassion-based action) and the permanent path (asceticism and
denial of the will-to-life) (Copleston, 1996, Vol. 7, p. 276; Jahanbegloo,
1998, p. 138). With complete annihilation of phenomena and
individuality, the world moves toward nothingness, liberated from the
suffering of willing (ibid., pp. 394, 372). This nothingness is not absurd
but "absolute tranquility” and "stillness of the will" (Schopenhauer,
2009, p. 152). Caldwell notes this contradiction reflects a deeper tension
between "is" and "ought" within the will itself, resolvable only by
"denying the will itself" (Caldwell, 1896, p. 347).



6. Conclusion

Schopenhauer's main solution is "denial of the will-to-life." At the
highest level of altruism, the individual transcends compassion and
attains the "self-effaced” stage, realizing that willing is the root of all
suffering. This denial is not a change but a sublimation of character.
Schopenhauer thereby offers an intra-systemic solution to his
philosophy's apparent contradiction, showing how, from an
anthropology of determinism, one arrives at altruistic ethics and
philosophical salvation.

Keywords: Schopenhauer, Character Constancy, Compassion,
Altruism, Denial of the Will, Egoism.
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