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Abstract

The teleology of creation is one of the fundamental issues in Islamic thought.
This study aims to elucidate the teleology of creation from the perspective of
Avicenna and Ibn Arabi. The positions adopted by each thinker differ based
on their foundational principles. Avicenna theorized in response to the views
of the theologians (mutakallimun); like the Mu'tazilites, he considered the
absence of purpose in creation to be futile, while simultaneously agreeing with
the Ash'arites that attributing an external purpose to creation contradicts
divine unity (Tawhid). He posited that the emergence of this universe was not
driven by an external end, but rather that the cause of the realization of
contingent beings is God's providential knowledge ('llm 'Ina’i). On the other
hand, in accordance with his acceptance of the personal unity of being
(Wahdat al-Wujud), Ibn Arabi rejected creation in the sense of bringing into
existence ex nihilo and instead believed in the manifestation of Being
(Tajalli). Consequently, he considered the ultimate purpose of creation to be
God's essential love (al-Hubb al-Dhati) and the perfection of divine self-
revelation (IstiJla"). He argued that the Almighty's objective in creating the
world was to behold Himself fully and perfectly in the universe, and that the
Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil) is the sole entity possessing the capacity
to serve as the complete locus of divine manifestation. This study employed a
descriptive-analytical methodology.

Keywords: Teleology of Creation, Avicenna, Providential Knowledge,
Ibn Arabi, Manifestation, Perfect Human
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