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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study offers a critical examination of Richard Dawkins’s theory
of gene-centrism and explores its anthropological implications. It then
compares this framework with Mulla Sadra’s philosophical
anthropology within the tradition of Transcendent Philosophy
(hikmat-i muta ‘aliyah). Dawkins, through his concept of the “selfish
gene,” proposes a single-layer ontology in which genes function as the
primary explanatory units in evolutionary biology and behavioral
science. Within this model, complex human behaviors, moral
motivations, forms of consciousness, and emotional experience are
reduced to processes whose central purpose is to increase the survival
and replication of genetic material.

2. Dawkins’s Gene-Centric Naturalism

Dawkins explains altruistic acts, social relations, mental states, and
even conscious awareness as strategic outcomes of natural selection.
The mind, in this view, is a byproduct of neurophysiological
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mechanisms that themselves ultimately serve genetic fitness. His
perspective thus represents a systematic biological reductionism that
demands all human explanations be traced back to the functioning of
genes.

The article shows that Dawkins’s theory effectively results in a
form of “hard naturalism,” where human beings possess no
independent mental substance or existential telos. Genes are the
primary causal agents, and all phenomena must be expressed in the
language of genetic replication and selective advantage. Even more
sophisticated concepts in his work, such as the “extended phenotype,”
remain framed within the same reductionist logic, never allowing for
autonomous mental, moral, or existential dimensions.

3. Mulla Sadra’s Multi-layered Anthropology

Contrary to Dawkins, Mulla Sadra presents a multi-layered, dynamic
conception of the human being. The essence of the human person lies
not in bodily or material traits but in the soul (nafs), understood as a
gradational mode of existence. According to Sadra’s principle of the
primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid) and intensification of being
(ishtidad al-wujiid), each level of the soul corresponds to a degree of
being: the stronger the mode of existence, the broader the scope of
understanding, rationality, freedom, and moral capacity. A central
element of this system is substantial motion (al-karakah al-
jawhariyyah), through which the human being is in a constant state of
becoming—beginning at the material level, progressing to the
imaginal realm, and possessing the capacity to attain full intellectual
immateriality. Within this existential process, will is not a biological
epiphenomenon; it is an ontological power capable of directing the
soul’s ascent or decline. Ethics, therefore, is not an adaptive
mechanism but a transformation in the very structure of existence.
Human destiny is not a pre-assigned external goal, but an existential
horizon gradually disclosed through the soul’s intensification.

4. Comparative Framework and Methodology

The central question of the research is whether Dawkins’s gene-
centric theory, with its heavy emphasis on natural selection and
genetic causation, is capable of accounting for non-biological,
teleological, and existential aspects of human nature, and whether
Mulla Sadra's framework offers stronger explanatory power. Using an
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analytical-comparative method, the study first reconstructs the
ontological and epistemological foundations of Dawkins’s naturalism,
then explicates Sadra’s philosophical system, and finally compares the
two in the domain of philosophical anthropology.

5. Comparative Analysis

The study finds that Dawkins’s conceptual structure cannot account
for multiple layers of human reality because it requires all
explanations to be reducible to gene-level processes. As a result,
phenomena such as will, self-awareness, moral value, meaning, and
purpose cannot be interpreted except as biological strategies, leaving
no conceptual space for non-material or teleological dimensions. This
limitation stems from Dawkins’s commitment to a flat, single-layer
ontology.

By contrast, Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, with its graded
existence, substantial motion, and primacy of being, provides a
theoretical architecture capable of explaining the full spectrum of
human experience. It portrays the human being not as a “survival
machine” but as an “existential project” capable of transcending
biological determinants through knowledge, volition, and spiritual
transformation.

6. Conclusion

While Dawkins’s gene-centric model successfully explains biological
behavior, it remains insufficient for understanding non-material,
purposive, and existential dimensions of human life. Mulla Sadra’s
philosophical anthropology, grounded in a richer ontological structure,
offers a more comprehensive account of consciousness, free will,
ethics, and human perfection. The study thus argues that Transcendent
Philosophy provides a more robust and holistic foundation for
interpreting human identity than Dawkins’s reductionist theory of the
selfish gene.

Keywords: Biological reductionism, gene-centrism, Richard
Dawkins, Sadrian psychology of the soul, Transcendent Philosophy
(Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah).
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