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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction
The possibility of genuine cognition and perception in artificial
intelligence  systems remains a fundamental challenge in
contemporary philosophy of mind. With the rapid advancement of
cognitive technologies and the emergence of large language models
(such as GPT and BERT), the question has arisen whether concepts
such as perception, understanding, consciousness, and knowledge can
be attributed to machines, or whether these concepts presuppose an
ontological structure that can only be realized in human existence.
This study aims to provide a philosophical explanation of the
possibility or impossibility of true knowledge and perception in Al
systems, based on the epistemological foundations of Transcendent
Philosophy (al-hikmat al-muta ‘aliyah) and the views of Allameh
Tabataba’i. The necessity of this research arises from the fact that in
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the common literature of cognitive science and technology,
epistemological concepts are attributed to artificial systems without
considering their existential foundations—an issue that requires
critical reexamination from the perspective of Islamic philosophy.

Research Questions

Main Question: From the perspective of Islamic philosophy,

particularly the theory of knowledge by presence (al- ilm al-hudiri)

and the unity of the knower and the known (ittihad al- ‘agil wa al-

ma ‘qil) in the thought of Allameh Tabataba’i, can artificial

intelligence possess authentic knowledge or perception?

Sub-questions:

e What is the nature and what are the components of knowledge by
presence?

e How are mental agency, intentionality, and situated consciousness
irreducible components of knowledge?

e Can epistemological concepts such as perception, consciousness,
and understanding be attributed to machine systems without
falling into paradigmatic confusion?

2. Methodology

This qualitative research employs an analytical-interpretive method.
Data were collected through conceptual analysis and comparison
between philosophical foundations and cognitive structures in
artificial intelligence.

Primary sources of the present study include works by Allameh
Tabataba’i, namely Nihayat al-Hikmah, Usul-i Falsafah wa Rawish-i
Ri’alism, Tafsir al-Mizan; works by his prominent students, Murtiza
Mutahhari, Jawadi Amuli, Misbah Yazdi; and authoritative texts in
artificial intelligence, machine learning, and philosophy of mind.

Thematic analysis and philosophical inference were used to
compare the discussed concepts with cognitive structures in artificial
intelligence.

3. Discussion

3.1. Fundamental Components of Knowledge in Allameh
Tabataba’i's View

In Allameh Tabataba’i's epistemological system, true knowledge rests
on five essential components:
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Knowledge by presence (al- ilm al-hudir?): Immediate knowledge
in which the known object is present to the knower without the
mediation of a mental form or concept (e.g., one's knowledge of
one's own self or inner states);

Unity of knower and known (ittihad al-‘aqil wa al-ma ‘qul): In
knowledge by presence, the knower and the known are
existentially united; this union is a condition for certain
knowledge;

Immateriality of the soul (tajarrud al-nafs): The human soul must
be immaterial to abstract universal meanings from particular
sensory data;

Mental agency (fa ‘iliyyat-i dhihni): The human mind is not merely
passive toward sensory data but actively produces scientific forms
and universal concepts;

Intentionality (hayth al-iltifati): Consciousness is always directed
toward something; this existential directedness is an essential
condition for any authentic knowledge.

3.2. The Nature of Perception in Artificial Intelligence
In contrast, Al systems operate on the following principles:

Symbolic and statistical processing: Meaning is defined as a
function of word distribution and data correlation (distributional
semantics);

Vector representation: Words are represented by numerical
vectors, and semantic similarity is calculated through geometric
distances;

Algorithmic learning: The learning process optimizes a cost
function and lacks any internal perception or consciousness;

Lack of immateriality and intuition: Machines possess none of the
characteristics of the immaterial soul.

3.3. Views of Allameh Tabataba’i's Students
This study also examines the views of three prominent students of
Allameh Tabataba’i:

Murtiza Mutahhari: He emphasizes the role of innate nature
(fitrah) as the root of spiritual perceptions. From his perspective,
meaning is a presential and innate matter embedded in the
structure of human existence.
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e Misbhah Yazdi: He considers knowledge by presence as the most
authentic form of knowledge and states that presential knowledge
is neither transferable nor imitable, and for this reason cannot be
realized in artificial systems.

e Jawadi Amuli: He maintains that knowledge by presence pertains
to existence (wujud), not mere appearance (zuhir), and that
artificial systems, lacking such an existential level, merely process
causal and formal relationships among data.

4. Conclusion

Based on the epistemological foundations of Transcendent Philosophy
and particularly Allameh Tabataba’i's theory of knowledge by
presence, this study demonstrates that:

1. The realization of true knowledge depends on an existential
structure that can only be realized in a being possessing an immaterial
soul and mental agency.

2. Atrtificial systems, even in their most advanced forms of deep
learning and generative models, lack two fundamental elements: the
immateriality of the soul and mental agency.

3. Al outputs, within the framework of Allameh Tabataba’i's theory of
i tibarat (constructed cognitions), are interpretable as conventional
constructs dependent on design objectives, not as realities belonging
to the realm of existential perception.

4. Attributing authentic understanding, consciousness, or rationality to
machines, without considering the existential foundations of the
human soul, leads to a confusion between knowledge by presence,
which is grounded in the immaterial soul, and algorithmic information
processing, which lacks any existential foundation.

Keywords: Allameh Tabataba’i, Immateriality of the Soul, Mental
Agency, Artificial Intelligence.
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