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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This article is the first contribution to a larger project on Heidegger’s
thoughts on language in Persian. The first part deals with the essence
of language for him, the second with the relationship between poetry
and thought as he conceived it, and the third with his conception of
translation. Heidegger differs from other philosophers, past and
present, in many respects: from his precocious and fruitful youth, to
his cowardly, treacherous, hypocritical, and power-hungry period
under National Socialism, to his interpretation of the history of
philosophy, the breadth of his intellectual interests, and his relentless
critique of Western culture and civilization, in which he said things
that hardly anyone dared to say. However, what he accomplished
alongside and above all this—and not only accomplished, but also laid
the foundation for—was the appropriation of a unique concept of
Being, one that had never before been conceived as such, and the
creation of a radically new paradigm of thought. Within this new
paradigm of Being, he also elevated language to the level of Being,
understanding the two as intrinsically related. This is expressed in the
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metaphor of the house in the mature phase of his work. Just as the
concept of Being was not initially conceived in the way it later
developed after Heidegger’s famous paradigm shift, Heidegger did not
initially think about language in the same way. The way he engages
with and reflects upon language differs before and after the
fundamental paradigm shift in his thought in 1936, which he describes
as two “leaps” in which he moves from “analysis of Dasein” to
“history of Being.” In the first leap, Heidegger examines language
from the perspective of Dasein and humanity; in the second, he
considers it in its relation to Being. In both leaps, however, the
question of language is a single question about the essence of
language, linked to numerous evaluations, critiques, and attacks on
linguistic and philosophical research on language, as well as on
metaphysical conceptions of language, particularly those of the
Greeks in the concept of Logos and the idea of animal rationale. The
aim of this article is to examine Heidegger’s question about the
essence of language in the context of the development of his
philosophy from its beginning to its end.

2 Methodology

This essay attempts to explore Heidegger’s thoughts on language
through his unique inquiry into its essence, in two leaps he himself
mentions. To simultaneously offer a historical perspective on the
process of the genesis and transformation of these thoughts, we will,
at each leap, examine his writings and speeches situated within this
historical process. Therefore, in the first step, we will investigate
Heidegger’s writings and speeches up to 1936, focusing on volumes
21 (Logic: The Question of Truth), 2 (Being and Time), and 38 (Logic
as the Question Concerning the Essence of Language) of his collected
works. In the second step, we will examine volumes 65 (Essays on
Philosophy), 85 (On the Essence of Language: The Metaphysics of
Language and the Essencing of the Word: Concerning Herder’s
“Treatise on the Origin of Language”), 74 (On the Essence of
Language and the Question of Art), and 9 (Pathmarks; “A Letter on
Humanism™). We will also occasionally refer to Volume 12 (On the
Way to Language).
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3 Discussion and Conclusion

3.1 Language and Dasein: The First Leap

The young Heidegger’s involvement in the first leap of his philosophy
and thought is to address language from the perspective of Dasein. To
this end, Heidegger examines the structure of Dasein and the
phenomenon of the familiarity and mutual openness of Dasein and the
world. For Dasein, the object in the world is thus something that
receives its meaning in advance from its familiarity and givenness in
the “as”-structure. This structure is the foundation of the
understanding of Dasein and, at the same time, the foundation of
language itself. In a further approach, Heidegger pursues the question
of the essence of language from the perspective of human existence.
After separating the what and the who of humankind, Heidegger
rediscovers human existence in the question of the “self.” He extends
the question of the “self” by asking about the “we.” For Heidegger, it
is clear that the existence of the “we” is rooted in the existence of the
“nation,” and behind the nation lies history. Heidegger understands
history as pastness and tradition, whose essence lies in the essenzing.
As such, history shapes the present and projects itself into the future.
The existence of history lies in past and future, the two “temporal
forces” in which we live. Time is not only our essence and the
historicity of our existence, but also the deepest and most fundamental
basis of Being as a whole, manifesting itself in the primal event of
language. According to Heidegger, the world is created through the
power of language. Everything that exists gains and loses its existence
in language. Language is the guardian and universal center of a
nation’s historical existence, because wherever time occurs, language
also occurs, and wherever language occurs, time also occurs.

3.2 Language and Being: The Second Leap

With his second leap, however, Heidegger embarks on a path unique
in the history of philosophy. He goes beyond being and poses the
question of Being itself. He calls everything that does not deal with
Being metaphysics and, starting from this premise, re-evaluates the
history of philosophy, which is now the history of metaphysics and is
characterized by the forgetting of the question of Being. In this new
assessment of the question of Being, language gains in importance, so
that metaphysics is now accused not only of forgetting Being, but also
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of reducing language to objectivity and to something merely real. The
new relevance of language lies in its unique connection to Being,
specifically after its transformation into the word. Heidegger sees in
the word, whose essence is silence, the essence of language and the
protection of the truth of Being. While it has always been assumed
that humans possess language because they learn and appropriate it,
Heidegger now adds the idea that the word possesses and appropriates
humans. Heidegger later distances himself somewhat from this
separation of language and word and returns to what he had
previously said in connection with the word as the essence of
language. He conceives a thought that had scarcely, perhaps never,
been conceived before: the thought of language as the house of Being.
Here, not only does all being derive its existence from language, but
Being itself, which is not a being, or which subsists only in non-
Being, has no other sphere of existence than language. Thus, language
not only continues to accompany the philosopher in the transition
from being to Being, but the philosopher also elevates it to the same
level on which he previously placed Being.

Keywords: Dasein, essence, logos, animal rationale, time, language.
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