Hekmat va Falsafeh

Vol. 20, No.79, Autumn 2024, Pp 97-121
wph.atu.ac.ir

DIO: 10.22054/wph.2024.78233.2223

L
N4

ATU
PRESS

Argument from Personal Identity for the Immaterial
Soul and Dualism

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Mahdi Zakeri *

Abstract

One of the arguments of Muslim philosophers for the immaterial soul is the
argument from personal identity. Muslim philosophers believe that the body
cannot constitute personal identity, because it changes. So, there must be an
immaterial soul in us that constitutes personal identity. But this argument is not
complete, because the mere fact that something changes does not prevent it from
constituting personal identity. According to Sadra, on the one hand, the soul
undergoes substantial movement and changes, and at the same time it constitutes
personal identity; and on the other hand, the living body, although it changes, has
a unity based on which it can constitute personal identity. To complete this
argument, it must be shown that nothing but the immaterial soul constitutes
personal identity. For this purpose, theories of personal identity can be divided
into complex and simple, and by rejecting the complex theories, the simple theory
can be concluded. According to composite theories, personal identity is
constituted by the same evidence of identity, that is continuity of the body,
memories, or the sum of the brain and memories. By rejecting complex theories,
the only option for personal identity is the simple theory. According to the simple
theory, personal identity is an ultimate unanalysable fact that resists definition in
terms of any other facts, which is an existent with an existence distinct from the
body and the memories and experiences of that existent. This being is the
immaterial soul. This article aims to prove the simple theory and complete the
argument from personal identity for the immaterial soul by showing the objections
to complex theories and rejecting them.

1. Introduction

Several arguments have been provided to prove the immateriality of the
human soul. The middle terms of these arguments are the properties that
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humans have, but cannot be attributed to the body. One of these
arguments is the argument through personal identity. In this argument,
it is argued that every human being has a personal identity over time,
but the body cannot be the criterion of personal identity, so the
immaterial soul is its criterion. Theories of personal identity can be
divided into simple and complex. This article expands the argument
from personal Identity, which is based on the simple theory, and its
shortcomings. It then defends the simple theory, and therefore the
argument, by showing the problems of complex theories.

2. Literature Review

Among the Muslim philosophers, Avicenna (Avicenna, 2007, 183-184)
and Mulla Sadra have developed varieties of this argument. In the new
era, Reid put forward this argument for the first time (Reid, 1785). Then
Madell (1981; 2014) expanded it and Swinburne (1402, Chapter 3)
explained it in detail.

3. Methodology

| first show the problems of the various verities of this argument, then,
by dividing the views on the criterion of personal identity into simple
and complex, and showing the problems of the complex views, I
conclude the simple view. According to the simple view, the immaterial
soul is the criterion of personal identity.

4. Discussion
4.1. Ibn Sina's argument and its evaluation based on Sadra'i principles

Ibn Sina argues against those who consider the essence of each person,
which everyone refers to with "I", to be the same as body, arguing that
each person’'s self is constant and has continuity, while his/her body and
its parts are constantly changing. Therefore, each person's self which
everyone refers to with "I" cannot be the body or a part of it. Therefore,
humans must be other than the body, that is, something with constancy
and continuity, which is the same incorporeal and immaterial soul that
Ibn Sina considers to be constant and continuous.

Sadra puts forward two criteria for identity: First, the connective
unity which is for beings whose movement is to arise and disappear.
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Mulla Sadra believes that this type of movement instantiates in physical
accidents and substances. He believes that the body has a connective
unity in its substantial movement, and the change of a body does not
change its individuality (see: Shirazi, 1360: 99). The second criterion
for identity is flow unity, which is in beings whose movement is the
origination of existence and the disappearance of boundaries, of which
the soul is an instanse. Therefore, since in the transcendental wisdom,
the soul has a flow unity, it can be the criterion of personal identity.

According to Sadra, the body is a physical substance, and changing
in it as a physical substance does not cause the identity to disappear. In
other words, the body does not lose its identity by changing over time
and can be a criterion for personal identity. In this case, the argument
that was put forward for the immateriality of a soul from personal
identity will not work. Because without the soul, personal identity is
maintained by the body, and for this personal identity there is no need
for the existence of an immaterial soul.

4.2. Objections to All Strong Complex Theories of Personal Identity

A complex theory claims that the personal identity is analyzable in
terms of the later person having some of the same body or some of the
same physical or mental properties as the earlier person or some degree
of continuity with the body or properties of the earlier person. Complex
theories may be physical theories, mental theories, or mixed theories.
Mixed theories combine elements of both physical and mental theories.

4.2.1. The arbitrariness objection

The first objection, which is an objection to all strong versions of a complex
theory, is that on any such theory, there will always be possible borderline
cases, where the answer to whether person P, is the same person as P,
looks totally arbitrary, lacking any justification. For all complex theories
claim that whether P, at time t, is the same person as P, at time t;
depends on whether there is enough of various features—enough body or
brain or enough similarity between physical properties or enough memories.
But they cannot determine “the enough™.

4.2.2. The more-than-one-candidate objection

The second objection is that on most such theories it would be possible for
there to be more than one subsequent person who would satisfy the criterion
proposed in the theory for being the same person as the original person
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equally well. Just as there can be more than one later person who has quite
a chunk of P, 's brain, so there could be more than one later person who has
memories caused by P, 's past experiences, including memories caused via
a causal chain which goes through a chunk of P, 's brain.

5. Conclusion

We have seen that Muslim philosophers believe that the body or its parts,
and in general no material thing, can be the criterion of personal identity,
because it changes. So, there must be an immaterial soul in us that is the
criterion of personal identity. But this argument is not sound, because the
mere change in something does not prevent it from being the criterion of
personal identity. To complete this argument, which is based on the simple
theory of personal identity, we had to show that nothing but an immaterial
soul can be the criterion of personal identity. For this purpose, by rejecting
complex theories, we concluded the simple theory. Complex theories
consider the criterion of personal identity to be the same as its evidence,
that is, the continuity of the body, brain, or memories, or a mixture of brain
and memories. The problem with composite theories is that they cannot
determine personal identity in borderline cases. So, the only option for
personal identity is the simple theory. The simple theory considers the
person and the criterion of personal identity to be the same, which is an
entity with an existence distinct from the brain, body, and memories and
experiences of that entity. It is an immaterial soul. First, the criterion
introduced by the simple theory, that is, the soul, is by definition simple,
so, it is meaningless to talk about its degrees of continuity; therefore, the
soul of the previous person is either in the next person or not, and as a
result, the next person is either the same with him or not. So, there is no
place for the arbitrariness objection. Second, since no soul can be
replicated, the simple theory that the criterion of identity is the soul avoids
the more-than-one-candidate objection.

Keywords: immaterial soul, dualism, complex theories of personal
identity, simple theory of personal identity, body, brain, memories..
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