Hekmat va Falsafeh

Vol. 20, No.78, Summer 2024, Pp 75-102 % ATU
wph.atu.ac.ir ®
DIO: 10.22054/wph.2024.75844.2188 D&d] | PRESS

Analysis and Investigation of the Concept of "*Hinge
Propositions" in Wittgenstein's Epistemic System
(Based on the Book "'On Certainty"")

i PhD Student in Moral Philosophy, Department of
MOhamm.a*d Saied Ethics, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
Abdollahi University of Qom, Qom, Iran

Professor, Department of Ethics, Faculty of Theology

Mohsen Javadi and Islamic Studies, University of Qom, Qom, Iran

Muhammad Professor, Imam Khomeini Education and Research
Legenhausen Institute, Qom, Iran
Abstract

In his reflections on certainty and his epistemological analyses, Wittgenstein
mentions propositions that he calls "hinge propositions”. What role do these
propositions play in Wittgenstein's epistemological system? What are their
characteristics and how many types are there? What is their difference or
similarity with other definite propositions such as mathematical propositions? The
mentioned items are some of the questions that we will address in this article.
According to Wittgenstein, when we reach these propositions, doubt loses its
meaning. These propositions are like hinges around which our beliefs revolve.
Hinge propositions do not give us knowledge, but they build the basis of
knowledge. They are not ordinary propositions because properties such as
knowability, being justified or unjustified, and being true or false do not have
meaning about them. These propositions are the criteria of truth and falsity. In this
article after clarifying the concept of hinged propositions, we will enumerate their
different types and examine Wittgenstein's claims about propositions. Also, we
have tried to show Wittgenstein's meaning by making such propositions and
finally, we try to criticize his point of view.
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1. Introduction

In the eyes of many philosophers, the validity of human knowledge
depends on the existence of propositions that play the role of the
foundation of knowledge. Some propositions need justification and we
need arguments to justify them, and some propositions are justified by
themselves. Those propositions that are justified in themselves and do
not need arguments to be justified are called basic propositions. In the
last year and a half of his life, when he lived in Ithaca at the invitation
of his student Norman Malcolm, Wittgenstein got involved in writing
things that were epistemological. In these notes, which continued until
the last day of his life, he dealt with epistemology in a serious way.
These notes were published under the title “On Certainty ".”On
Certainty" presents a new stage of Wittgenstein's philosophical growth
and evolution. Wittgenstein was trying to evaluate Moore's claims. In
his article, Moore refers to his hands in a very impressive way and says,
I can prove that there are two hands in man. How? By raising both my
hands and pointing to my right hand and saying "This is one hand" and
then pointing to my left hand and saying "This is also one hand". Moore
believes that with this work he has made a strong argument to prove the
existence of two hands.

What Moore says regarding his understanding of the world is a set
of propositions that present a different picture of the world?
Wittgenstein is with Moore so far that the proposition "It is a hand" is
certain and has his own language game. But where Wittgenstein does
not agree with Moore is the epistemic nature of such propositions.
Wittgenstein rejects the connection between knowledge and its basis
(hinge propositions). Hinged propositions that are certain or the basis
of knowledge belong to one category, and knowledge itself belongs to
another category. What is certain is different from what is known.
Therefore, this point, the distinction between knowledge and its
foundations, is one of Wittgenstein's most prominent epistemological
ideas. During his explanations in this discussion, Wittgenstein refers to
"hinged propositions"”. The word "Hinge" is a word that Wittgenstein
used in "About Certainty" and in recent years, Wittgenstein scholars
have used it a lot in explaining Wittgenstein's epistemological issues.
In this article, after explaining the concept of "hinged propositions" and
their types, we discuss Wittgenstein's claims and the many features of
these propositions, and then we try to criticize and evaluate them.

2. Literature Review

Hinge propositions are a concept that has received much attention from
Wittgenstein enthusiasts and epistemologists in the past decades. Some
Wittgenstein scholars have devoted their efforts in recent years to the
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study and analysis of Wittgenstein's "On Certainty” and have written
very good works in this field, which can be mentioned as examples:

Coliva and Daniele Moyal-Sharrock (2017) Hinge Epistemology,
Brill Academic Pub.

Coliva, A (2015) Extended Rationality: A Hinge Epistemology,
Palgrave Macmillan.

Daniéle Moyal-Sharrock and William H. Brenner (2005) Readings
of Wittgenstein's On Certainty, Palgrave Macmillan.

Moyal-Sharrock, Daniele (2004) Understanding Wittgenstein's On
Certainty. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Moyal-Sharrock, Daniele (2016) the Third Wittgenstein the Post-
Investigations Works, Routledge.

Moyal-Sharrock, Daniele (2021) Certainty in Action, Wittgenstein
on Language, Mind, and Epistemology, Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.

Orr, Deborah (1989) Did Wittgenstein have a theory of hinge
proposition? , Philosophical Investigations, 12, pp. 134-153

Rhees, R. (2003) Wittgenstein's On Certainty, Blackwell Publishing.

3. Methodology

Throughout this article, Wittgenstein's important and classic book "On
Certainty" is considered. Therefore, the author's method in this article
was to pay attention to the book "On Certainty™ and also to examine the
views of Wittgenstein's commentators about this book.

4. Conclusion

1. With our conscience, we find propositions in which there is no room
for error. Propositions that are completely immune to doubt and are the
basis of thinking and any kind of thinking and research is based on
them. Propositions that form the foundation of our language games.
These propositions cannot be considered separately from a set of our
own beliefs, they are a system that makes up our beliefs and the set of
our knowledge system. This epistemic system is what Wittgenstein
calls him "world- picture”.

2. Wittgenstein makes various claims about these propositions.
According to their understanding of "certainty"”, different commentators
have enumerated various claims for these propositions and attributed
them to Wittgenstein. Certainty, the madness of their rejection, not
being based on research and not being supported by documents and
evidence, and not being justified or doubting about them, are the most
important of this claim. Some other characteristics of hinge
propositions are: they are the basis of rational thought, they are of the
nature of behavior and action, they are not knowable, they are neither
true nor falsifiable, and they are coherent and systematic.
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3. One of the most important discussions in this article is whether there
is a problem at all that we want to solve with the help of "hinge
propositions”. Some formulate the problem as follows: to find out
whether Wittgenstein's hinge propositions can be defended against the
threat that they are falsifiable. Because if only one of these hinge
statements falls, this threat has occurred. According to Wittgenstein,
such a collapse will never happen, just because the loss of such a
statement will lead to the loss of all hinged statements. Some consider
Wittgenstein's problem in not paying attention to the details of his
examples. Contrary to Wittgenstein, they believe that a hinge
proposition can also be rejected, and that rejecting it does not harm a
person's set of beliefs. In order to reject a hinged statement, one can
overcome the certainty of the "hinged statement™ by bringing contrary
evidence and accumulating more certain things, while if a statement has
absolute certainty, it should never be lost. Therefore, we are dealing
with relative certainties. But this point, that is, the variableness of hinge
propositions and the difference in their stability and permanence, is
what Wittgenstein paid attention to and explained about it.

4. Among the examples that Wittgenstein gives for hinge propositions,
there are different types, both personal propositions and general
propositions, both religious beliefs and scientific beliefs. Therefore,
one of the points that can be pointed out in criticizing and evaluating
the idea of "hinged propositions" is the lack of a clear criterion and a
form of ambiguity in recognizing hinged propositions. It is clear that
the characteristics that Wittgenstein enumerates for hinged propositions
are not inherent and common among all hinged propositions. These
propositions have different types, but what Wittgenstein is looking for
through these propositions, "certainty"”, can be considered as a concept
understood by the metaphor of family resemblance. It means a set of
characteristics that can be attributed to different people and types .
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