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believe that from the perspective of an ethicist or a philosopher these passages
in the novel, on the contrary, present unique reflections of a philosophical,
almost stoic, vision of the state of society, providing a cruel ironic and satiric
picture of the Victorian morality. Thackeray’s points about the morality are in
no way less valid than the points of the philosophers or cthicists of his time and
they may be even more accurate.

1. T would like to express my gratefulness to all that were willing to read the
working version of this paper and whose critical comments helped me to
formulate my position in a clearer way. I am especially grateful to Viera
Bilasova, Jana Soskova a Viera Zemberova for their useful points and critical
comments.
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felons with food and clothing, but debtors are fully responsible for their food
and clothes while they are imprisoned (Dickens, 2000, p.565).

6, Harvey Chisick points out that Dickens’s attitude to the revolution was
influenced by the fact that, on the one hand, he knew what poverty meant for
those who suffered it in his times, but on the other hand, he did not believe
that the revolution would solve the basic problem of those people; that it
would give them their daily bread. In his opinion, a way to a better future could
be shown to the people only by the elites (2000, pp.649-657). Dickens’s
negative attitude to the revolution and any kind of violence, however justified,
is reflected, in the clearest way, in his attitude to the revolt of the population of
the British colonies in Jamaica and India (Scheckner, 2000, p.239; Majchrowski,
1980, p.260; Nayder, 1992, pp.691-705).

7. G. Eliot’s literary works reflect her experience with philosophy. For example,
she translated Feuerbach’s work The Essence of Christianity into English and for
some time she worked as an editor of the journal Wesiminster Review.

8, To me situational relativism and the situational approach do not have the
negative or pejorative meanings, ascribed to these concepts by some authors. I
perceive situational relativism, or the situational approach as a productive way
of solving of some very concrete, serious moral problems since this approach
suppotts a highly discriminating attitude that is just too complex moral life and
can lead to a consensus. On the other hand, the principle approach supports
the tendency to make yes/no judgements and thus supports disagreements
(Willigenburg, 1991, pp.108-112). I believe that the behaviour of moral agent,
his judgements, but also his values in many cases depend on concrete
situations. [ accept certain measure of relativity in the understanding and
realizing values that moral agents try to achieve through their activity, if the
process leads to that what should be. Every moral agent defines his own
highest values, more or less independently of others, which is related to the
level of his moral maturity. He also chooses the means of achieving the values.
Choosing his aim, means and values, the moral agents is however limited by the
fundamental principles (humanity, human dignity and moral rights) that
delineate the space for his acting in accordance with these principles.

9. Judith L. Fisher writes that in Dickens’s works the wrong action is defined by
the whole life. The morality of the positive characters demands their passivity
because if they punished their oppressors, they would destroy their own
goodness. On the other hand, she believes that Thackeray presents a more
modern opinion on moral action because class, sex, education and social
experience motivate our desires. According to her, Thackeray was a historically-
based constructivist and realist, while Dickens was a transcendentalist with an
essentialist understanding of good and evil. Their attitudes to punishment and
forgiveness are, according to Fisher, implacable (Fisher, 1997, pp.110-114).

10, Despite Grmela perceives Thackeray’s moral reflections as spoiling the
almost perfect dramatic structure of the novel’s narrative (1988, p.171), I
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Endnotes

!. Among other things this is the reason why I pay attention to the study of
world and Slovak literature. Collin McGinn maintains that in the present age
there arises a need to incorporate new themes, methods and styles into moral
philosophy. According to him, the aim of the moral philosopher is to pay equal
attention to various kinds of moral experience to reflect the full breadth of
moral life, which means that we need to transcend the limits of traditional
approaches and methods. Moral life is much broader than the discourse of
ethics can express. In belles-lettres the questions of ethics intertwine with
artistic and literary questions. Literary works offer an interesting way to the
essential questions of ethics and philosophers, according to McGinn, on the
other hand, need to formulate a way of thinking about literary works (McGinn,
1999, pp.2-3). Jonathan Gottschall believes that literature “[I]s the most
important and the most accurate source of knowledge of the human essence
that exists in the world” (2003, p.264). Geneticists that have decoded genome,
‘the book of life’, do not have any better information. No discipline provides
better, richer, more precise information about what human, man, woman, child
is; what troubles us, what makes us happy; about our abilities of sympathy,
empathy, our reasons for being cruel, etc., than we can find in literature.

% A very good overview of the contemporary works about the position of the
working class in 19" century England is presented in Marc W. Steinberg’s work
The Dialogne of Struggle: The Contests over Ideological Boundaries in the Case of London
Silk Weavers in the Early Nineteenth Century (1994, pp.505-541).

3, Zuzana Bothova claims that Dickens’s critique is not aimed at provoking the
revolt of the oppressed ones, but on the contrary, it should awake the
conscience of the oppressors (1967, p.472). Similarly, Peter Scheckner came to
the conclusion that, according to Dickens, for the poor it is the best if they
suffer passively and wait. Scheckner believes that Dickens’s main moral
message for workers and women is that they should not rebel and remain
dependent on the leadership of the right men (2000, pp.243-245). On the other
hand, it is true that Dickens himself did everything that he could to improve the
position of the poor, which is illustrated by the fact that Dickens actively
helped to establish Urania Cottage, the home for fallen women and women
released from prison, which was open in November 1847 (Majchrowski, 1980,
p.158).

4. Thomas Fleming calls this behaviour telescopic philanthropy because Mrs
Jellyby does not care about anything that is closer than Africa. Ultimately, the
author does not believe that such ‘philanthropy’ can be seen as an act of real
charity (2004, pp.87; 97).

5, In a certain sense, the peak of Dickens’s irony and his critique of the
penitentiary system is presented the novel The Pickwick Papers when Mr
Pickwick points out the huge paradox that law obliges the state to provide
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What can I add to this? Everything related to man, his ways of life,
experience, his morality, etc., has already been here in one way or
another. What changes is time and place, characters, but the essence is
still the same. If we are allowed the simplification, we can call it the
permanent conflict between good and evil. Because of the
permanency of the conflict between good and evil, appearing
throughout the history of humankind, we can say that people’s nature
condemns them to this conflict, which is a conflict between us,
originating from us and happening above all inside of us. This conflict
cannot be solved while humankind exists; whether we want it or not
this conflict is what forces us to be better, to fight with ourselves,
overcome ourselves, whether as individuals or as humankind. As the
development of science and technology brings new forms and
expressions of evil, humankind is permanently forced to search for
new answers, new ways of solving of eternal moral problems. These
answers however have no chance of becoming the definitive
solutions. With a bit of exaggeration we can say that from the
perspective of the whole history of humankind these solutions will be
forgotten as insufficient, not responding to the new needs and
demands of the era, sooner than they could be rooted in the
consciousness of several generations of individuals or humankind.
Humankind should realize that history or daily life bring only new
forms of the eternal moral problems that must be tackled in the
context of the historical moral experience of humankind, but it also
should realize that for us it is a new challenge, in new time and space
that does not have to be repeated in our lifetime in the same form.
That is why we have to lead responsible lives and make such decisions
that will allow us to say, after some time, that in our case we solved
the eternal moral problem of humanity better than our predecessors.
This can be seen as the implicit moral message of the past times of
Victorian England or Balzac’s France. We should learn from the past
to be able to solve in a better way our own moral problems that are in
their essence similar to those of the past, but they are not identical
due to the scientific, technical but also social development, ever more
influencing our behaviour and acts."
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